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Wishing you all a merry Christmas, 

healthy and success in the New Year! 
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The European Commission has stepped up the fight ag ainst ‘moonlighting’ 
 
In a new Communication on undeclared work, the Commission recommends that member states 
learn from each other and co-operate to combat a phenomenon that takes a good deal of what 
workers earn away from tax collectors and social security cash registers. 
 
With a 1993 White Paper and a 1998 Communication, the Commission announced its fight against 
undeclared work, which the communication defined as "any paid activities that are lawful as re-
gards their nature but not declared to public authorities, taking into account differences in the regu-
latory systems of member states". In 2007, the phenomenon is still huge, accounting for 15% of 
GDP or more in ten member states, as a new ‘Eurobarometer survey’ has revealed.  
 
Employment Commissioner Vladimír Špidla considers the socio-economic impact of undeclared 
work to be highly negative: "The hidden economy undermines the financing of social security sys-
tems, hampers good economic policies and can lead to social dumping," Špidla said in Brussels 
on 24 October.  
 
While the trend is for undeclared work to increase in many countries, some others have managed 
to reduce the phenomenon. The Commission examined best practices in those member states 
that manage to get a grip on 'moonlighting' and came up with a number of recommendations for 
member states to combat undeclared work:  
 

·  Reduce labour taxation and decrease administrative burdens;  
·  review transitional arrangements for workers from the new member states as soon as 

possible and in any case before the next phase due early in 2009; and; 
·  involve social partners actively in the fight against undeclared work.   

 
In addition, the Commission recommends facilitating the exchange of good practices, in order to 
evaluate policies more systematically and better measure undeclared work. It also suggests estab-
lishing a European platform for cooperation between labour inspectorates and integrating con-
cerns about undeclared work in the common principles for ‘flexicurity’ to be discussed at the  
5-6 December Employment Council. 
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IMPORTANT REMINDER 

Transport pricing controversy 

Members are reminded about the importance of putting forward ‘national’ views’ in connection with the 
E.U.’s controversial proposals to make users of all transport modes pay for the negative effects they inflict 
on society – including air pollution, CO2 emissions, accidents and congestion – the European Commis-
sion’s online public consultation is open until 31/12/07. FEDEMAC has already responded on behalf of 
the Moving Industry at a ‘European Level’ (General Secretaries can access FEDEMAC’s response via the 
‘internal FEDEMAC FORUM’) – but it is essential that National Member Associations and as many 
Trade Removal Companies as possible also make their views known independently in order to 
strengthen the concerns of the industry about such radical proposals. The online consultation can be 
accessed at: 

http://ec.europa.eu/yourvoice/ipm/forms/dispatch?form=costs&lang=EN  

It will take les than 90 minutes to complete.  

[More detail is also available at 
http://ec.europa.eu/transport/white_paper/consultations/doc/2007_consultation_paper_en.pdf ] 

1. Country Specific Information 

BOSNIA 

Bosnia moves closer to EU membership 

Bosnia and Herzegovina has taken a 'new step towards its European future' with the initialling of a Stabili-
sation and Association Agreement (SAA), which is set to provide closer ties with the EU and trade benefits 
for the Western Balkan state.  

BULGARIA 

Bulgaria Signs EUR 700 M Funding Memo with EIB 

Bulgaria's finance minister Plamen Oresharski and European Investment Bank (EIB) vice-president Mat-
thias Kollatz-Ahnen have signed a memorandum under which Bulgaria will receive EUR 700 M in funding 
from the bank until 2013. The money will be used to finance the Bulgarian government's contributions to 
projects under the EU's Transport and Environment operational programmes. 

DENMARK 

Plans to hold second EURO referendum 

Following the re-election of Anders Fogh Rasmussen for a third term as Danish prime minister, Danes are 
set to vote on their country's opt-out from a number of EU policies and, most notably, the adoption of the 
Euro, which was dismissed in a 2000 referendum. 

FINLAND 

Finnish PM backs Russia-bound road pricing 

Matti Vanhanen, the Finnish prime minister, said Sunday 2/12/07 that he wanted a road pricing system 
imposed on roads leading to the border in the south eastern corner of the country. Mr Vanhanen added that 
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as up to 95 per cent of Russia-bound traffic consisted of Russian HGVs, it was reasonable if Russian com-
panies were made to contribute to the construction and upkeep of transport infrastructure in southern and 
south eastern Finland. The prime minister also pointed out that Russian haulage companies faced low la-
bour and fuel costs. Mr Vanhanen added he hoped the road pricing scheme could be introduced by the end 
of the current legislative period and that while the technology to be deployed remained an open question, 
EU regulations did not preclude such a policy.  

GERMANY 

Low Emission Zones 

Further to our earlier article announcing the introduction of the Berlin Environmental Zone. We have now 
been informed by our colleagues in AMOE that a 'LOW EMISSION ZONE' will be put into place in the 
City of Hannover with effect from 2.1.2008. Vehicles from foreign countries will be allowed to drive in 
until 1.1.2009, even if they do not have a red, yellow or green sticker. Details (available in German): 
http://www.hannover.de/data/meldungen/meld_lhh/okt/UmweltzoneAusn.html  

A further 'Low Emission Zone' will be effective in Cologne as of 1.1.2008 is Cologne. These are in addi-
tion to the Berlin Zone already announced!  

An overview about low emission zones in Germany can be found in the web at: 
www.umweltbundesamt.de/umweltzonen.  
Direct link: http://www.env-it.de/luftdaten/download/public/html/Umweltzonen/index.htm:At present data 
is only available in the German language. 
Another, private website, giving an overview about the situation in Germany: www.umwelt-plakette.de 

Other German Cities plan to introduce Low Emission Zones as follows: 

— 1.1.2008 in Berlin, Hannover, Cologne (See Above) 
— 1.3.2008 in Ilsfeld, Leonberg, Ludwigsburg, Mannheim, Reutlingen, Schwäbisch-Gmünd, Stuttgart, 

Tübingen 
— 1.7.2008 Pleidelsheim (if in 2007 to much days with emission, otherwise 1.1.2010) 
— 1.1.2010 Freiburg im Breisgau, Heidelberg, Karlsruhe, Mühlacker, Pforzheim 

Planned, but until now not with a date are Augsburg, München (latest at 1.8.2008), and Neu-Ulm. 

Source: AMOE 

Also see earlier messages/FEDEMAC e-News bulletins/FEDEMAC NewsFlashes about GERMANY - 
Low Emission Zones for useful/relevant website links. 

Source: Bundesverband Möbelspedition und Logistik (AMOE) e.V.  

HUNGARY 

IRU – Press release 30 November 2007 

First NCTS/TIR transport is a success! 

On 20 November, Zahony Customs (Hungary) successfully welcomed the first NCTS/TIR transport which 
entered the EU from the Ukraine. The NCTS/TIR web-based application was jointly developed by the 
IRU, in partnership with Customs authorities of neighbouring countries sharing a land border with the EU, 
in order to help TIR carnet holders meet the new EU regulation requirements that will come into force in 
January 2009. IRU Head of TIR System, Jean Acri, said, “The successful completion of this NCTS/TIR 
pilot project leaves much hope and potential for the future development of what is bound to be an essential 
tool for TIR Carnet holders around the world. It marks the advent of a new application, with proven ability 
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to adjust to the changing reality of road transport, as well as to facilitate procedures free of charge for hold-
ers, drivers, and customs authorities.” As of 1 January 2009, new EU regulations will make it mandatory 
for transport operators to pre-declare all TIR transport operations to departure/entry customs offices before 
leaving/entering the EU. Thanks to the Electronic TIR Pre-declaration facility (NCTS/TIR), the IRU en-
ables TIR carnet holders to submit their pre-declarations free of charge via the Internet, in full compliance 
with national custom systems requirements. The NCTS/TIR pilot project entered its operational phase last 
week, to the satisfaction of high ranking officials from Hungarian Customs and representatives from the 
IRU and IRU’s Hungarian (MKFE) and Belarusian (BAMAP) member associations, who witnessed this 
new efficient and effective system in action. Two TIR Carnet holders from Belarus used the IRU 
NCTS/TIR application to submit their pre-declarations beforehand via the Internet. Upon arrival at Za-
hony’s border crossing point, Hungarian customs officers used their national system to retrieve all the de-
clared information within a few seconds. Customs formalities, which sometimes take hours to complete 
and often need forwarders’ assistance at consequent costs, were dealt with in less than 5 minutes, free of 
charge. “This model public-private partnership between the Hungarian Customs administration, road trans-
port associations BAMAP and MKFE, and the IRU, will hopefully serve as an example for other EU 
Member States to implement the NCTS/TIR application, thus contributing in a concrete manner to the sig-
nificant reduction of border waiting times,” Jean Acri concluded. 

IRELAND 

Training of professional drivers: European Commissi on takes Ireland to Court of Justice 

The European Commission has decided to launch proceedings in the European Court of Justice against 
Ireland for failing both to transpose the Directive 2003/59/EC on the training of professional drivers and to 
notify measures for its implementation. This Directive provides for compulsory initial qualification and 
periodic training of drivers of certain road vehicles for the carriage of goods or passengers.  This directive 
calls for Member States to set up a system of qualification according to one of two options: a system based 
on coursework and a test, or one based on a test only. Periodic training is to be organised by approved 
training centres. Member States have to apply these arrangements from 10th September 2008 for drivers of 
passenger vehicles and 10th September 2009 in the case of goods vehicle drivers.  

LATVIA 

From 1 December 2007, traffic restrictions will be put in place in the city of Riga for trucks above 5t. Re-
strictions will apply on weekdays from 7:00 AM to 10:00 AM and from 4:00 PM to 7:00 PM. Following 
streets and bridges will be concerned: 

— across the Stone Bridge (Akmens tilts), the Island Bridge (Salu tilts) and all streets leading to these 
bridges: Daugavgrivas str., Vienibas avenue, Akmenu str., Valguma str., Uzvaras blvd., Mukusalas 
str., 11. novembra str., Eksporta str. 

— across the Slavu Bridge (Slavu parvads), Deglava str. (Deglava parvads) bridge and Zemitana traffic 
bridge (Zemitana parvads). Truck traffic will still be allowed on Slavu circle and its diversions. Krust-
pils str. should be used to go round the Slavu Bridge. 

A map giving more detail about the restricted areas has been posted on to the FEDEMAC FORUM for 
ready access by the General Secretaries of each FEDEMAC constituent national trade association.  

LITHUANIA 

Lithuania makes a strong European Road Safety Chart er debut 

Eight new Lithuanian signatories signed the ERSC at the conference entitled Road Safety: Challenges and 
Reality, which was held on 23 October. Organised by the European Commission, the Committee on Eco-
nomics of the Parliament of the Republic of Lithuania and the Ministry of Transport and Communications 
of the Republic of Lithuania, this major meeting involved representatives of the highest national and Euro-
pean Commission bodies. 
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Lithuanian-Russian agreement 

The 5th session of the Lithuanian-Russian Intergovernmental Commission in the town of Svetlogorsk fin-
ished on Dec. 4 with agreements signed on the roads, waterways, and a new bridge construction between 
the two countries. Lithuanian Minister of Foreign Affairs Petras Vaitiek� nas and Russian Minister of 
Transport Igor Levitin co-chaired the intergovernmental commission, and delegates and representatives 
from the Ministry of Transport, Lithuanian Road Administration, Lithuanian Railways and privately owned 
businesses were among the participants. Another main topic pointed out by the Lithuanian delegates was to 
make possible amendments to the international agreement signed between the Lithuanian and Russian gov-
ernment in 1992. The agreement, the Cooperation Principles and Intercommunion Conditions in Transport 
Field, allows Russian truck drivers the permission to use Lithuanian roadways without paying tariffs. It is 
possible that this agreement may change at some time in the future. Earlier this year the Lithuanian Minis-
try of Transport formed a vignette system in which every haulier (except for Russians) is required to pay a 
daily or month fee to access through Lithuania. Most of the fees depend on the truck's weight but the aver-
age is 180 litas per month.  

NETHERLANDS 

International road transport: Netherlands outlines national road charging plan from 2011  

The Dutch government has outlined plans to introduce a national charging system, starting with freight 
transport in 2011. The system will be rolled out for all road users by 2016. The charge would be differenti-
ated according to time, place and environmental factors and would use a collection system using satellite 
technology. The new tax would replace current car and truck registration and circulation taxes. The intro-
duction of the charge will be accompanied by cuts in fixed vehicle taxation - motor vehicle tax, purchase 
tax and the Euro Vignette for trucks.  

eCall motors on: The Netherlands signs eCall MoU 

The Netherlands has signed the eCall Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) to actively support the timely 
implementation of eCall, the automatic emergency call system for cars. It is the 16th country to pledge offi-
cial commitment to eCall deployment, joining Member States Austria, Cyprus, Czech Republic, Finland, 
Germany, Greece, Italy, Lithuania, Portugal, Slovenia, Spain, Sweden, as well as Norway, Iceland and 
Switzerland. 
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Rotterdam port hits the 10m TEUs mark 

The Dutch port of Rotterdam has just become the first European port to handle 10million TEUs (twenty-
foot equivalent units) in a single year 

POLAND 

Driver’s Attestation  

Since 10 October 2007 new requirements are in force for drivers driving in Poland with a vehicle regis-
tered abroad. In situations where the driver is not mentioned in the vehicle registration document as the 
owner of the vehicle another document must be made available attesting the driver's right to use the vehi-
cle. An authorisation written by the owner of the vehicle is sufficient.  This rule only applies to commercial 
vehicles i.e. truck/coach drivers and not to car drivers.  

Source: IRU, Switzerland & ZMPD Poland  
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SLOVENIA 

Driving restriction on G3  

A new driving restriction on vehicles of over 7.5t MPW has been introduced with immediate effect on the 
G3 between Maribor and Dolga vas. The restrictions are as follows: 

— from 22h00 on Saturday to 21h00 on Sunday;  
— from 08h00 to 21h00 on public holidays and non-working days;  
— from 14h00 to 21h00 on Easter Friday;  

an additional ban will also be in place from 08h00 to 13h00 every Saturday from the last weekend in June 
to the first weekend in September.  

Source: IRU 

Slovenian Presidency has inaugurated a provisional version of its website 

Slovenia, which will undertake the presidency of the Council of the European Union on January 1st 2008, 
has inaugurated today a provisional version of its website. Through the www.eu2008.si website it is possi-
ble to have access to accreditation applications, meeting schedules and information on Slovenia. 

UNITED KINGDOM 

DFT) New initiative more than halves truck side-swi ping 

'FRESNEL LENSES' NOW BEING ROLLED OUT ACROSS THE CO UNTRY  

An innovative trial to tackle 'side-swiping' incidents involving left-hand drive trucks has shown a 59% re-
duction in accidents and work is now underway to roll it out across the country. The results follow the dis-
tribution of 40,000 window-mounted lenses - known as Fresnel lenses - to left-hand drive trucks entering 
the UK across the Dover Straits. (Fresnel lenses are small sheets of flexible plastic - about 21cm x 30cm x 
1mm thick - with a moulded optical lens that self-adheres to flat glass.  The lenses, which were funded by 
the Highways Agency, are supplied in an envelope printed with instructions in five languages.  The trial 
showed a reduction in side-swipe incidents in the south-east from roughly 26 incidents per week to 11 per 
week- an overall reduction of 59%. A side-swipe incident is when a truck changes lane and strikes a vehi-
cle travelling alongside).  The Highways Agency will now distribute a further 90,000 lenses, targeting ma-
jor ports in both England and France. All trucks have a blind spot alongside the cab on their passenger side, 
which can cause cars alongside to disappear from the driver's view. This is a particular problem for left-
hand drive trucks operating in the UK, when they change lanes to overtake. Fresnel lenses offer drivers of 
left-hand drive vehicles a wider field of vision through the passenger window. This work sits alongside a 
wider Government package to improve the safety of overseas vehicles using UK roads. An extra £2m of 
funding was recently announced, dedicated to VOSA's enforcement operations, and last summer the De-
partment for Transport announced plans for new measures which mean that overseas hauliers who flout the 
rules of the road face on the spot penalties and having their vehicles immobilised. VOSA is also delivering 
a five-fold increase in the number of vehicles checked at the main ports of entry and using increasingly 
modern technology, such as weigh-in-motion sensors (WIMS) to detect overweight vehicles and automatic 
number plate recognition (ANPR) technology to spot those who have a poor safety record. Meanwhile, 
new European legislation which requires the fitting of improved mirrors to all new goods vehicles above 
3.5 tonnes is providing a further substantial contribution to optimal driver vision. Existing goods vehicles, 
first registered from January 2000, will be retro-fitted with wide-angle and close proximity mirrors on the 
passenger side by March 2009.  
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2. EU Transport and Policy matters 

Driving and rest time rules: European Commission re port on implementation pub-
lished 
 

The European Commission has adopted its sixth report on the implementation in 2003-2004 of Regulation 
(EEC) No 3820/85 on the harmonisation of certain social legislation relating to road transport. This report 
concerns the implementation of Council Regulation (EEC) No 3820/85 on the harmonization of certain 
social legislation relating to road transport. Analysis of the data received reveals that five Member States 
(Belgium, Germany, France, Luxembourg and Austria) increased the number of working days checked. 
The other Member States indicated a reduction in the number of working days checked, although they were 
still above the required minimum level. Taken as a whole, the average total number of working days 
checked (national and non-national together) decreased during the period 2003-2004 to around 2.3 million, 
compared with an average of 2.6 million working days checked in the previous reporting period. All Mem-
ber States except Sweden and Portugal exceeded the basic checking standard of 1% of working days of 
professional drivers, with Germany, Spain, France, Luxembourg and Malta exceeding 2 %. Norway and 
Switzerland also clearly passed 2 %. The overall number of offences recorded has continued to rise in some 
Member States, in a few of them significantly. Generally, offences in respect of breaks and rest periods 
increased while those involving driving periods decreased. The average total number of offences detected 
remained stable. The situation ought to improve considerably with the new legislation on driving time and 
rest periods in road transport that entered into force partly on 1st May 2006 and partly on 11th April 2007.  

The full report is available at: 
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/site/en/com/2007/com2007_0622en01.pdf  

Retrofitting of Mirrors to Heavy Goods Vehicles – d eadline 31 st March 2009 

See http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/site/en/oj/2007/l_184/l_18420070714en00250028.pdf for the New 
Directive ‘2007/38/EC’ on the requirement for retrofitting of mirrors to heavy goods vehicles registered in 
the European Union. 

European Commission confirmed to Leaseurope that tr uck rental companies are under no 
obligation to use the tachograph for their internal  trips 

The European Commission has confirmed to Leaseurope, the trade body representing the truck rental in-
dustry at EU level, that truck rental companies are under no obligation to use the tachograph for their inter-
nal trips (such as maintenance, repair, washing, fuelling, movement between locations, delivery, pick-up, 
etc.). This is because, according to the European Commission, such trips fall outside the scope of Regula-
tion (EC) 561/2006 on drivers’ hours as truck rental companies’ jockeys/mechanics who are on an internal 
trip are not “drivers engaged in the carriage of goods and passengers”��
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'Green' transport projects to receive fresh EU cash  

Railways and inland waterways will receive the lion's share of EU funding for trans-European transport 
network (TEN-T) projects for the period 2007 to 2013, the Commission has announced. 

Roads: an inconvenient truth!  

The IRF (International Road Federation) Research Council has released a landmark publication detailing 
the strategic importance of roads. The worrisome trend of declining investments in road infrastructure in 
Europe is putting thousands of jobs at risk and threatening our welfare model based on safe and efficient 
individual mobility, according to the 2007 edition of The Socio-Economic Benefits of Roads in Europe. 
The new publication, released by the IRF Research Council on 27 November 2007, presents how citizens, 
companies and Member States all benefit from the continuous growth in road transport demand and how 
investing in road infrastructure greatly benefits European economies and competitiveness. The hard-data 



 8 

evidence showing clearly that roads in Europe are a purveyor of economic growth, in addition to being the 
necessary links between citizens and fast and reliable access to health care, job creation or social inclusion. 
Examples abound of how the presence of a road can have a positive impact on our lives. For example, in 
Spain, the construction of the A7 motorway which stretches across the Valencia Region is reported to have 
contributed as much as 1.5% of the overall regional GDP growth. The pattern which emerges from the pub-
lication is that roads have a structural impact on the distribution of wealth and services. It should come as 
little surprise that car ownership per 1,000 inhabitants has more than doubled since 1970 and that nearly 
50% of motorists surveyed claimed their day-to-day tasks would be harder without a car. On the sustain-
ability of the road transport sector, again the publication contains data on how reducing the environmental 
footprint of the sector is already underway (and has been for some time), coupled with analysis of the po-
tential beneficial impact of which new technologies will bring in the near future. “The Socio-Economic 
Benefits of Roads in Europe” publication, featuring a foreword by Ari Vatanen MEP, is freely available 
from the IRF Research Council website at http://www.irfnet.eu/en/irf-research-council/irf-research/ . 

IRU – International Road Union –  

Proposed EU Regulation contradicts national and int ernational law 

The IRU has warned against the predictable conflict situation that would result from the proposed EU 
Regulation on the law applicable to contractual obligations, including those concerning road transport. 

Read find the IRU Position Paper on: http://www.iru.org/index/cms-filesystem-
action?file=en_Resolutions_Goods%20transport%20services/07_IRU_position_contractual_obligations-
E.pdf 

Visas for professional drivers 

The IRU is seeking simplified and faster procedures to facilitate the issuance of visas to professional driv-
ers, and calls upon governments to expedite the implementation of facilitation agreements. 

New IRU President 

Janusz Lacny, currently IRU Vice President, President of the IRU’s Goods Transport Council, and Secre-
tary General of the IRU’s Polish Member Association ZMPD (Association of International Road Transport 
Operators in Poland) has been elected President of the International Road Transport Union (IRU) by the 
IRU General Assembly. Janusz Lacny will assume this office as of 1 January 2008, for the term 2008-
2009. 

IRU names new EU General Delegate 

The IRU has named Michael Nielsen as IRU's new General Delegate to head IRU's Permanent Delegation 
to the EUCP/G8227/JEB N° 907 - 15 November 2007 

IRU – Press Release 15 November 2007 

The European Parliament must improve access rules  

IRU highlights new EU legislation's shortcomings an d urges the EU Parliament to consult 
with the road transport industry on access to the m arket and profession to keep Europe 
competitive.  

Brussels – The new EU Commission’s Regulation proposals on Access to the profession and market for 
both goods and passenger transport services in Europe could, as drafted, hinder the road transport industry, 
hence the European economy as a whole. IRU President, Paul Laeremans, said, "New rules should help 
harmonize, simplify and clarify current access rules, improve enforcement and competition between all EU 
operators, as well as contribute to more efficient and sustainable freight logistics, travel and tourism flows 
in the EU. Regrettably, a number of proposals in the new Regulation fall short of these aims." Although 
welcoming several initiatives contained in the Regulation proposals, such as that every company must 
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permanently have a manager with a Certificate of Professional Competence (CPC) and the introduction of 
national electronic registers, the IRU is concerned that the proposals’ requirements lack clarity. The IRU 
thus insists on the need for further discussion and adjustment for this new Regulation to be fully opera-
tional and effective. Of particular concern is that a committee is to decide which minor infringements, 
committed at which frequency, could lead to an operator losing his status of good repute and eventually, 
his operating licence. To achieve a workable legislation, such a committee should first rationalise the mo-
saic of national definitions and sanctions for minor infringement throughout the EU, and operate transpar-
ently and in close cooperation with the road transport industry. Equally, the potential value of national 
electronic registers listing operators whose licences have been withdrawn is huge. But the success of such 
an initiative will depend on accuracy, personal data protection, convenience and accessibility for operators. 
Moreover, interconnecting currently incompatible national systems will require Community funds to over-
come this challenge by the end of 2010. The IRU is in favour of stricter access rules provided they are 
workable and take account of all operational specificities of road transport. Considering the irreplaceable 
role of road transport in sustainable, door-to-door mobility of both people and goods throughout the EU 
and its significant impact on the economy as a whole, it is crucial that EU institutions consult with all 
stakeholders when drafting the new EU Regulation on access to the transport market and to the profession 
of transport operator. 

IRU – Press Release 30 November 2007 

ILO, IRU and ITF join forces against AIDS 

Training toolkit on HIV/AIDS developed by ILO, IRU and ITF to fight the spread of AIDS 
among drivers involved in international transport. 

United Nations agency the ILO (International Labour Organization), world transport operators’ organisa-
tion the IRU (International Road Transport Union), and global union federation the ITF (International 
Transport Workers’ Federation) have developed a new multimedia ‘toolkit’ for battling the spread of 
HIV/AIDS among lorry drivers worldwide, one of the sectors most affected by the virus. According to the 
three organisations, experience shows that programmes targeting the transport sector - and specifically 
truck drivers - are most effective if carried out with the agreement of employers and employees. The Train-
ing Toolkit on HIV/AIDS in road transport is designed to enable workers, drivers, managers and instruc-
tors to respond to the epidemic in their workplace. Extended periods away from home, waiting times at 
borders that can last several days, and the need for social interaction are some of the factors that contribute 
to the spread of HIV/AIDS among workers in the international road transport industry. Bruno Dingemans, 
Head of the IRU Academy, explained, “Appropriate awareness raising and targeted training are the keys to 
getting the most for and from workers. This unique synergy between representatives of all stakeholders 
concerned is the best solution to what has been happening in this sector. The Training Toolkit on 
HIV/AIDS will be integrated in the IRU Academy Driver and Manager Programmes in 2008 by all IRU 
Academy Accredited Training Institutes (ATIs).” ITF General Secretary, David Cockcroft, commented, 
“Road transport workers have long been one of the groups most affected by the virus, and we are delighted 
to see the IRU Academy using its influence and know-how to help spread messages of prevention and 
treatment, and to put an end to discrimination. Similarly we applaud the ILO’s initiative and undoubted 
efforts in this work.” Sophia Kisting, Director of the ILO’s Programme on HIV/AIDS and the world of 
work and Elizabeth Tinoco, Chief of the ILO Sectoral Activities Branch, both emphasised the need for 
joint action. According to the UNAIDS Report 2006, HIV is spreading fast along major transport routes in 
different regions of the world. Transport workers are at risk by virtue of the nature of their work, but they 
are also well placed to contribute to the response. “On this World AIDS Day, we celebrate the leadership 
demonstrated by the constituents of the ILO to contribute to the national HIV/AIDS efforts through the 
world of work”, said Dr Kisting. “The ILO looks forward to implementing more sector based interventions 
with constituents, focusing on the specific needs within each sector”, stated Ms Tinoco. 
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IRU – Press Release 3 December 2007 

‘New EU Regulation will cause disarray in European transport industry’ 

The EU is on the brink of destabilising contractual  relations in road transport by agreeing 
new legislation on the law applicable to contractua l obligations. 

Brussels - European Ministers of Justice are on the verge of destroying the existing international framework 
of contractual rules and norms, which underpin the smooth functioning of the pan European road transport 
market. On 6 December, they propose to adopt new EU legislation in this area, justified by the perceived 
but illusory need to develop a single European area of justice and to improve protection of consumers in 
case of conflicts in contracts. 

However, the EU has failed to recognise that a more suitable, well established and international framework 
already in existence makes this EU initiative damaging and unnecessary. IRU President, Paul Laeremans, 
said, "In adopting this new Regulation, the EU will have completely ignored the fact that several UN con-
ventions already regulate conflicts-of-law in goods and passenger transport by road in a totally appropriate, 
sufficient and satisfactory way. This new legislation makes a mockery of the “EU’s Better Regulation Ini-
tiative” which sets out as a principal aim the removal of EU legislation which unnecessarily duplicates UN 
or other international law. 

In fact, the new legislation regulates conflicts-of-law in a different manner than the CVR and CMR Con-
ventions, which currently govern passenger and goods road transport contracts. It will also prevent Member 
States from becoming contracting parties to international conventions once this new regulation is adopted. 
In addition, lack of clarity regarding the exclusion of customs matters from the scope of the Regulation 
could have a devastating impact on insurance contracts concluded under international customs conventions 
and, in particular, the guarantee provided by the TIR system which facilitates trade around the world. 

The EU is once again demonstrating its propensity to develop insular and regional solutions that are totally 
unsatisfactory for solving today’s global issues. IRU President, Paul Laeremans, 

added, "In adopting this new Regulation, the EU Institutions are showing disrespect for international law 
and the need for trade that goes beyond its own borders. In an era dominated by increased globalisation of 
travel and trade, this is unacceptable. The legal uncertainty which could hit the road transport sector and 
also its partners in other modes will have a serious negative impact on the functioning of the entire Euro-
pean transport sector and on its position in the global market.” 

The EU Institutions must make their rules compatible with international conventions and not the opposite. 
The IRU strongly calls on Ministers not to adopt this new Regulation and to reopen discussions in order to 
guarantee legal certainty and good functioning of transport systems in the European Union and beyond. 
* * * 
Press contact: Juliette Ebélé, +41 22 918 27 07, Press@iru.org  

TRANNEWS – extract from Newsletter from the Europea n Parliament 
Committee on Transport and Tourism 

Access to the international road haulage market and  common rules for the international 
carriage of passengers by coach and by bus 

The rapporteur presented two draft reports, both concerning the recast proposals of the European Commis-
sion. The main issue of discussion turned out to be cabotage in road transport, which means the transport of 
goods within one Member State by a haulier from another Member State. Although the cabotage market 
has been liberalised since 1998, Member States use different definitions, which as a consequence lead to 
different regimes for cabotage. The Commission therefore proposes one single definition, whereby a haul-
ier can do a maximum of three cabotage transports in the week following international transport. Some 
Members considered the definition of the Commission still too restrictive and pleaded for full liberalisa-
tion. Others emphasised the risk of 'social dumping', mainly due to differences in salaries. The rapporteur 
tried to find 'the middle way' by allowing restrictions on cabotage and applying the Directive on posting of 
workers to cabotage for a transitional period up to 2012/2014. He proposed to apply the posting of workers 
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Directive as well to transport between two Member States when the haulier belongs to a third Member 
State (so called 'Third country transports') and performs these transports on a regular basis, as this could 
lead to social dumping as well. The Commission did not support this view, as it considered any transport 
between Member States as international transport, which is by definition liberalised under the Regulation. 
Another point of discussion was the regime for infringements, whereby many small infringements could be 
counted as a big one. Opinions differed whether such infringements should be noted in the register. 

MEPs back tougher fuel standards for oil industry  

The European Parliament's environment committee has backed Commission plans aimed at making the oil 
industry take greater responsibility for cutting harmful emissions generated by its products, which experts 
say could prevent some 500 million tonnes of CO2 from being released into the atmosphere. 

European Commission welcomes adoption by Parliament  and EU Council of a pan-
European electronic customs  

The European Commission has welcomed the adoption by the European Parliament and the EU Council of 
Ministers of a Decision on the implementation of pan-European electronic customs paving the way for a 
paper free environment for customs. Within a pan-European electronic customs, the Commission, customs 
administrations and other border agencies in the EU will exchange electronic information in order to: 

— control and facilitate the movement of goods into and out of the internal market through efficient im-
port and export procedures;  

— increase the competitiveness of European trade through a reduction of compliance and administrative 
costs and an improvement in clearance times;  

— facilitate legitimate trade through a co-ordinated approach relating to the control of goods;  
— improve the safety and security of citizens with regard to dangerous and illicit goods;  
— offer an improved protection of the financial interests of the EU and its Member States;  
— contribute to the fight against international crime and terrorism by providing rapid and relevant infor-

mation with regard to the international supply chain. 

While all Member States have electronic customs systems, they are, in general, not inter-connected. The 
Decision promoting the European electronic customs initiative contains actions and deadlines for making 
Member States' electronic customs systems compatible with each other and creating a common electronic 
portal. This will allow compulsory use of electronic declarations, with paper-based declarations becoming 
the exception. By 2011, economic operators will be enable to lodge electronically all the information re-
quired by customs legislation for EU cross-border movements of goods. 

3. Other recent news and European Political Mat-
ters  

Slovenia unveils EU presidency priorities  

The incoming presidency will focus on the implementation of the new Lisbon cycle for growth and jobs, 
energy, climate change and relations with the Western Balkans when it takes over the EU helm from 1 
January 2008, the Slovenian Ambassador to the EU revealed on 28 November. 

New Silk Road flourishes with 8-country plan 

Construction for six road-rail corridors, which would combine to form a brand new ‘Silk Road’, is expected 
to start in 2008. Sources report that the improved ‘Silk Road’ will include north-south routes linking Russia 
to south Asia and the Middle East. Completion for the project, which involves eight countries, has been set 
at 2018. 
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EU to extend passport-free zone 

Passport checks are to be scrapped across Eastern Europe as the EU prepares to extend its free travel zone 
to the borders of Ukraine and Belarus. European justice and interior ministers will agree shortly that eight 
ex-Communist nations plus Malta are ready to join continental Europe's Schengen system, which does 
away with internal passport controls. 

Consumers and SME’s to benefit from EU single marke t reform 

European Commission President Jose Manuel Barroso has pledged to remove the “subtle barriers” that still 
remain in the European single market. The proposals include a “one-stop-shop” website assistance service, 
an overhaul of European consumer protection law, a new means of cross-border collective redress and more 
action to ensure small business can take full advantage of the single market. The Commission will also 
bring forward (in 2008) a small business act for European SME’s and propose a European private company 
statute to facilitate their cross-border activities. The package finally includes a communication on services 
of general interest, including social services, highlighting the role of the protocol to the draft Lisbon treaty 
on these issues. 

New EU efforts to protect privacy on the Web 

The European Commission will 'significantly' increase funding in the next few years to support the devel-
opment of technologies which protect user privacy on the internet, Vice President Franco Frattini an-
nounced yesterday (4 December). 

º   º   º   º   º   º   º   º   º   º   º   º   º   º   º   º   º   º   º   º   º   º   º   º   º   º   º   º   º   º   º   º   º   º   º   º 

Legal Disclaimer 

FEDEMAC cannot and will not accept any legal respon sibility or accuracy for the informa-
tion and details given in this message which is obt ained and given in good faith. 
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